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RUNNERS ON SECOND AND THIRD 
Base Hit

U1 will move near 1st base in foul territory to observe touches and rule 
on any play at first base.

U2 will move into position to make all calls at second base.

U3 will move into position to make all calls at third base.

PL will step back and observe playing action. Move as necessary for any 
play at the plate

PL U1 U2 U3
• Move back from 

the plate to observe 
playing action

• Move as necessary to 
observe touches and 
make calls at home

• Move, in foul 
territory, near first 
base to take all 
touches and plays at 
1st 

• Be prepared to take 
the runner back into 
1st

• Move into position to 
take all touches and 
calls at 2nd 

• Move into position to 
take all touches and 
calls at 3rd 
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RUNNERS ON SECOND AND THIRD 
Hit to the Infield

U1 will move into the infield and into position to make all calls at first 
base.

U2 will move into position to make all calls at second base.

U3 will move into position to make all calls at third base

PL will step back and observe playing action. Move as necessary for any 
play at the plate

PL U1 U2 U3
• Move to the point-of-

the-plate extended

• Move as necessary to 
observe touches and 
make calls at home

• Move in to make the 
call at 1st 

• On an overthrow 
observe the ball to 
determine if it goes 
out of play

• Move into position to 
take all touches and 
calls at 2nd 

• Move down the line 
ready to move into 
position to take all 
touches and calls at 
3rd 
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RUNNERS ON ALL BASES 
Base Umpire Positioning

• U1 will be in Position “Shallow A” to observe a pickoff play on R3 or for a throwback to first by the catcher

• U2 will be in Position “Deep B”

• U3 will be in Position “Shallow D” to observe a pickoff attempt on R1 or for a throwback to third by the 
catcher
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RUNNERS ON ALL BASES 
Fly Ball – U1’s Responsibility

U1 must read the ball as being in his area of responsibility and immediately 
move to the outfield to rule on the play. If fair/foul is a possibility, straddle 
the foul line. 

U2 is responsible for all calls at first and second bases. U2 will move into 
the working area near the rear of the mound and observe the tag-ups of 
R2 at second and R3 at first. Move as necessary to make any calls at first 
or second, letting the ball take you to the play.

U3 will move up in foul territory to line up the tag-up of R1 at third. If 
R1 attempts to advance, move into fair territory near the cutout to make 
all calls at third base.

PL will step back and observe playing action. Move as necessary to call any play at the plate.

PL U1 U2 U3
• Coverage reverts to 3 

umpire mechanics

• Move back from 
the plate to observe 
playing action

• Move as necessary to 
observe touches and 
make calls at home

• Move out on the 
ball getting the best 
possible angle for the 
catch/no catch

• Be stopped when 
observing the play 
and making the call

• Give a visual signal of 
the catch/no catch

• DO NOT return to 
the infield

• Coverage reverts to 3 
umpire mechanics

• Move into “working 
area” 

• On a catch, observes 
R2’s tag at 2nd and 
R3’s tag at 1st 

• If no catch, glance at 
the BR’s touch of 1st 

• Be prepared to make 
calls at 1st or 2nd

• Let the throw take 
you to the play

• Coverage reverts to 3 
umpire mechanics

• Move to line up R1’s 
tag

• On a catch, observe 
R1’s tag of 3rd

• Be ready to make a 
call on any runner(s) 
advancing to 3rd 

R1

R2

R3

PL

U
1

U2

U
3

Ball Flight
Primary Movement
Secondary Movement



Baseball Umpires Manual             293

RUNNERS ON ALL BASES 
Fly Ball – U3’s Responsibility

U3 must read the ball as being in his area of responsibility and 
immediately move to the outfield to rule on the play. If fair/foul is a 
possibility, straddle the foul line. 

U1 and U2 must “slide” in order to provide coverage in the infield.

U1 will come into the infield near the cutout and observe the tag-up of 
R3 at first and the touch of first by the BR if there is not a catch. Whether 
or not there is a catch, as soon as the catch attempt is completed, move 
directly toward second base, allowing U2 to move to third base. Once in 
position, U1 will be responsible for all calls at first or second bases.

U2 will move into the working area on the third base side of the mount to observe the tag-up of R2 at second.  U2 
is responsible for all calls at second and third bases until U1 gets into position to assume responsibility for the calls 
at second. Once U1 is in position to take the calls at second, U2 will move into position to make all calls at third. 
On a catch, be alert for a throwback behind R1 at third or R2 at second.

PL will step back and observe playing action. Move as necessary to call any play at the plate.

PL U1 U2 U3
• Coverage reverts to 3 

umpire mechanics

• Move back from 
the plate to observe 
playing action

• On a catch, observe 
R1’s tag at 3rd

• Move as necessary to 
observe touches and 
make calls at home

• Coverage reverts to 3 
umpire mechanics

• Move into the infield 
and pivot 

• On a catch, observe 
R3’s tag of 1st

• If no catch, glance at 
the BR’s touch of 1st 

• Be prepared to take 
the runner back into 
1st 

• Move into position to 
make all calls at 1st 
or 2nd

• Coverage reverts to 3 
umpire mechanics

• Move into position to 
take all touches and 
calls at 2nd

• On a catch, observe 
R2’s tag at 2nd

• Move to 3rd with R2, 
if he goes

• Be prepared to move 
to 3rd on a throw 
behind R1 retreating 
to 3rd or on a 
rundown

• Move out on the 
ball getting the best 
possible angle for the 
catch/no catch

• Be stopped when 
observing the play 
and making the call

• Give a visual signal of 
the catch/no catch

• DO NOT return to 
the infield
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RUNNERS ON ALL BASES 
Base Hit

U1 will move into the infield and pivot to make all calls at first base.

U2 will come into the infield and into position to make all calls at 
second base.

U3 will move into the infield and into position to make all calls at third 
base.

PL will step back and observe playing action. Move as necessary for any 
play at the plate

PL U1 U2 U3
• Move back from 

the plate to observe 
playing action

• Move as necessary to 
observe touches and 
make calls at home

• Move near first base 
in foul territory 
observing the BR’s 
touch of 1st 

• Be prepared to take 
the runner back into 
1st

• Move into position 
to observe all touches 
and make all calls at 
2nd 

• Move into position to 
take all touches and 
calls at 3rd 
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RUNNERS ON ALL BASES 
Hit to the Infield

Possible Double Play

U1 will move into the infield and into position to make all calls at first 
base. It may be necessary to move back toward the outfield in order to 
get the appropriate angle and distance to observe the play.

U2 will move into position to make all calls at second base. Be observant 
for interference by R3 on the double play.

U3 will move into position to make all calls at 3rd base.  Be observant 
for interference by R2 on the double play.

PL will step back and observe playing action. Move as necessary for any 
play at the plate. Be observant for interference by R1 on the double play.

PL U1 U2 U3
• Move back from 

the plate to observe 
playing action

• Move as necessary to 
observe touches and 
make calls at home

• Watch for 
interference by R1 on 
the force play

• Move in to make the 
call at 1st 

• On an overthrow 
observe the ball to 
determine if it goes 
out of play

• Move into position 
to observe all touches 
and make all calls at 
2nd 

• Watch for 
interference by R3 on 
the force play

• Move into position to 
take all touches and 
calls at 3rd 

• Watch for 
interference by R2 on 
the force play

• On an overthrow 
observe the ball to 
determine if it goes 
into out of play
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NOTES / CHANGES
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